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Chapter 4

English Mini-Lesson: Conflict
The plot, or storyline, of every book is based on conflict. Conflicts can be internal or external. Internal conflicts are decisions that the character faces. An external conflict can be a problem that the character encounters with another character, the forces of nature, or another object (like a computer game). A good short story plot can be illustrated with this diagram below.












Vocabulary:

Adjacent-

Adorn-

Chaperone-
Gaze-

Hoax-

Hygienic-

Scuffle-

Vague-

Comprehension Questions:

How does Sam avoid trouble from fighting Bob at school?

What event is Sam invited to attend? Who invites him?

Classroom Discussion Questions:

1.  Who is safe to chat with online?

2.  How does the author move from character development to “Rising Action” in this chapter? What is the chapter’s Climax?
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With each conflict in the chapter or short story, the author leads you to the main conflict called the CLIMAX.








A good short story should have conflicts building on other conflicts. This is how authors make their writing exciting to read!





When you write a short story should always begin with a conflict. It engages your reader; it makes things more interesting.











