Sam Iver: Imminent Threat

10-20 Day Unit Plan

Goal: 

· The overall goal is to quickly and creatively reengage middle school students with key academic ideas and literacy after a long summer of video games and television. Many of the activities accompanying the actual reading of the book are meant to strengthen the students writing abilities, and the final project is meant to deepen their understanding and ability to answer multiple-choice questions. A secondary goal of this unit is to identity those students who struggle with key English concepts normally tested on state assessments. Once identified, those students can be given additional help in the critical days leading up to the high stakes exams.

Key Elements:

· The anatomy and the answering of multiple choice questions

· Writing a short story

· Essay writing

· Critical analysis of author’s intent, storylines, and syntax

· Development of effective personal reading strategies

Essential Questions:

· What makes a good reader? (or) How can this book make me a better reader?

· What is reading comprehension and how does someone improve his or her reading ability?

· What makes a story interesting?

· How can conflict be used in a story to engage a reader?

· Why is essay writing important? 

· How do you get better at answering multiple-choice questions?

Explanation:

There are several possible ways to teach these lessons. I have laid the groundwork for what this would look like in my classroom with the exception of the reading being done at home. I find that most students, once engaged with the book, will read on their own, but a larger problem looms behind that: what about the students who won’t read on their own—no matter what. This unit is not just about most of the students learning and sharpening their skills; it is about all students. I would encourage you do develop your plans to insure that every student reads. That will give you the best result on the state exams.

In terms of exams, in my best estimation, this book would prove to be the most effective when covered in the weeks immediately leading up to your state’s high stakes test. It reviews and practices essential skills for success on the NCLB required exams. I see the ideal conclusion to this unit being the students playing their created board games directly before taking the exam.

Timing is vital.

The Worksheets

Each has four sections. Every element is fair game for the chapter quizzes.

English Mini-Lesson

This is a short lecture/presentation and student work time. It should be done first since many elements can be demonstrated or recognized within the chapter associated with it. (i.e. I would have every student highlight similes they find in chapter 1 to reinforce the concept.) Add additional material when you see particular students not grasping these review topics.

Vocabulary

At least two of the words will be on the quiz. I would have this be independent working time. You could also work through it as a class if time is critical.

Comprehension Questions

Students should answer these for homework after they read. They should write the answers on the paper. These could be easily graded, and, coupled with the vocabulary, can make another graded assignment per chapter. If a student loses their paper you could have them download a new one from www.alexandermcneece.com, but the quizzes (without answers) are there too.

Classroom Discussions

These are what you can ask to the group. They are on the paper to allow students to prepare for the discussion.

The Quizzes

I feel the quizzes should be open worksheets and open book. There should be a 5-10 minute time limit to encourage a vigorous pace. I would review and explain few answers, covering only those questions that troubled the group. Mentally walk them through the answering process; this will help their thought process on the exams.

The Final

The final project is one of my favorites. Use it as an at home or a group project. You can decide—depending on the time you have available. Read the handout with them and, at least, allow students to begin writing multiple-choice questions in class. Put question stems on the board and explain each type of question you know they will encounter on the state assessment.

Timeline:

	· Two Weeks
	· Four Weeks

	Week 1: Chapters 1-7 (weekend reading of chapter 6 and 7)

Week 2: Chapters 8-12 + begin final project (weekend project)

Students will complete vocabulary and chapter readings at home.
	Week 1: Chapters 1-5

Week 2: Chapters 6-10

Week 3: Chapters 11, 12, and the Final Project

Week 4: Making and Playing Board Game 


· Daily: 50 Minutes

· 10 minutes – Collect previous night’s worksheets/quiz

· 5 minutes – English mini-lesson (a few of them might take longer!)

· 15 minutes – Vocabulary and dictionary time

· 2 minutes – Review the new comprehension questions

· 18 minutes – Classroom discussion questions /Quiz answers/ Beginning the new chapter 

Homework: Finishing the chapters (I always find when students begin a chapter at school, they are most likely to compete it at home. Always send them home partially done!)







